30 July 2021

Liberty, equality and fraternity
can remain lofty ideals
unless they apply to everyone.

Culture—the
attitudes, beliefs,
values, customs, and
—Fratelli Tutti, 229
traditions of a people
at a given point in
time—informs our
way of life. It shapes how we view and understand the world around us,
determines who and what we value, and guides how we treat others. Culture
both creates our worldview and blinds us to our bias.
While it encompasses key aspects of our identity, such as language, food, art,
clothing, and faith, culture is also fluid. Just as we are created by culture, so, too,
we can influence cultural change. If we are to create a world in which human
trafficking is eradicated, then we must first address the existing culture which
allows it to flourish.

The Culture of the Disposable
“Many are the faces, the stories and the evident effects on the lives of thousands
of persons whom the culture of deterioration and waste has allowed to be
sacrificed before the idols of profits and consumption. We need to be alert to one
sad sign of the ‘globalization of indifference’: the fact that we are gradually growing
accustomed to the suffering of others, as if it were something normal or even
worse, becoming resigned to such extreme and scandalous kinds of ‘using and
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discarding’ and social exclusion as new forms of slavery, human trafficking, forced
labor, prostitution and trafficking in organs.”1
“[T]his is ‘scrap culture,’ the culture of the disposable.”2
“Globalized society frequently looks the other way with the pretense of
innocence. Under the guise of what is politically correct or ideologically
fashionable, one looks at those who suffer without touching them. But they are
televised live; they are talked about in euphemisms and with apparent tolerance,
but nothing is done systematically to heal the social wounds or to confront the
structures that leave so many brothers and sisters by the wayside.”3
“The culture of comfort, which makes us think only of ourselves, makes us
insensitive to the cries of other people, makes us live in soap bubbles which,
however lovely, are insubstantial; they offer a fleeting and empty illusion which
results in indifference to others.... We have become used to the suffering of
others.”4

For reflection
• What connections do you see between a “culture of deterioration and waste”
and social exclusion in global society or in your own cultural reality?
• How might our attitudes and actions inadvertently contribute to social
exclusion? What relationships do you see between social exclusion and human
trafficking?
• What strategies have you discovered to counter numbness or indifference to
suffering?
• In your imagination, picture yourself meeting a victim of human trafficking.
What does this person look like? How do you approach him/her? How do the
two of you interact? What stories does he/she tell? What emotions are
present? What is your response to this person before you?
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Toward a Culture of Encounter
Pope Francis tells us that, in stepping out of ourselves, we must be ready for an
encounter, that “with our faith we must create a ‘culture of encounter,’ a culture
of friendship, a culture in which we find brothers and sisters“.5
“[W]e truly encounter another when ‘I am wounded by the brilliance of his being,
when I am touched by his action.’ ”6
“We are accustomed to a culture of indifference and we must strive and ask for
the grace to create a culture of encounter, of a fruitful encounter, of an
encounter that restores to each person his or her own dignity as a child of God,
the dignity of a living person.”7
For Pope Francis, the term “encounter” describes a rich and multifaceted concept,
ranging from profound, dynamic, interpersonal interactions to societal structures
and relationships that draw people together, and respect and embody the dignity,
beauty and mystery of all whom they touch.
Pope Francis regards the creation of a global culture that fosters such deep,
reverential interpersonal meetings, respect for human dignity, and societal right
relationships as central to the Church’s mission as well as a goal for all of human
society. His culture of encounter is the antidote to the poisonous culture of
objectification and commodification, selfishness and greed, and indifference and
disregard that underlies and enables evils like human trafficking and other forms
of violence.

For reflection
• What concrete actions can we take together to foster a “culture of encounter”
in our diverse realities?
• To what actions will I personally commit?
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Sharing
A Prayer to the Creator (from Fratelli Tutti)
Lord, Father of our human family,
you created all human beings equal in dignity:
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty
that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,
and shared dreams.
Amen.
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