
PRAYERS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

Let me share a few Prayers for Social Change with those who
are religious-minded. I recently came across three meaningful but,
according to me, not fully satisfactory prayers. Which prayer(s)
would you personally like to compose, recite, commit
yourselves to, and live through your efforts, dear readers?

The World Council of Churches has chosen the following prayer
as the theme of its 9th Assembly in Brazil from 14th to 23rd February
2006: “God, in your grace, transform the world.” While well
expressing our longing and need, I feel this prayer does not highlight
enough our human responsibility and solidarity. I am therefore inclined
to adopt this prayer: “O God, in your grace, help all of us to
transform the world.”

The second prayer is an invocation of the President of India, Dr.
Abdul Kalam, in an address in Delhi on Dec. 7, 2003 on “A Culture of
Harmony and Peace”: “Oh Almighty, help all religious leaders of
the country, to give strength to the people to combat the divisive
forces” (cf. S. Arulsamy, in D’Sa, 379). Again, a beautiful prayer,
but I would prefer something more positive, democratic and general,
for example like: “Oh (Compassionate) God, grant all of us and
our leaders the strength to build a new society.”

The CCBI in its 1991 Appeal includes a prayer for communal
harmony and peace. This led me to this prayer: “O loving God, make
people everywhere to create and enjoy a world of freedom,
justice, peace and harmony.” Sometimes, I also think of the Indian
Constitution and pray: “O God, inspire all the people of India to
promote justice, liberty, equality and fraternity.” Which of these
prayers would you prefer? Or is another prayer alive in you?
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& 173. �. The Bishops for example speak of salvation, forgiveness and
liberation given by God in Christ (83 & 90). �. Joseph Pathrapankal, “A Re-
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216-9 & 223-7. �. Fr. Paul Puthanangady, Dr. N. V. Varghese, Bp. Vincent
Concessao and Bp. George Punnakottil prepared Background Papers for
the 1998 CBCI General Meeting, while Fr. J.M. Selvaraj, Mr. Norbet D’Souza
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Bangalore, 1987, esp. 147-76. �. Desrochers, ibid., esp. 404-13. For a list of
relevant policies, see 177-80. �. For details, see George Joseph et al., Health
Care in India, CSA, 1983, esp. 64-8 & 105-39. �. For this Appendix, see
Leonard Fernando and G. Gispert-Sauch, Christianity in India, Penguin
Viking 2004, 232-6; and A. Kanjamala, in D’Sa, 38-9. �. RGM, 2006, 49-50.

Chapter 10
�. See De Souza, 16, 20, 25, 53, 84, 103, 108, 144, 130-2, 160 & 171. �. M.
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Indian Ecclesiology, seventh meeting of the Indian Theological Association
(ITA), Asian Trading Corporation, 1984, 176-86, 187-90 & 16. Samuel Rayan’s
article strongly criticises “The Ecclesiology at Work in the Indian Church
Today”, ibid., 191-212. �. Final Statement, in D’Sa, 760 and 763, cf. above,
170. �. D’Mello, 64-88. �. Quoted by S. Arulsamy, in D’Sa, 392. The main
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systems” (394 & 392, cf. 371-97). �. Final Statement, in D’Sa, 757. �. Stan
Lourdusamy, “Church and Social Justice”, CSA publications, Bangalore 1979,
64-5, quoted by Desrochers, 1992, 428. �. For this and other such passages
of the Nairobi Assembly, see Desrochers, 1992, 528-30. On the Church’s
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Desrochers’ General Index, ibid., 769-70.
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Desrochers, 1992, 398 & 402. ��. Ibid., 534 & 540. ��. Ibid., 568-9 & 605. * Ibid.,
549, 559 & 680-1. ��. Quoted by Desrochers, ibid., 534. ��. See for example
the following CSA books: George Joseph & John Desrochers, Development,
Human Rights and Action Groups, 1985; John Desrochers, Bas Wielenga &
Vibhuti Patel, Social Movements, Towards a Perspective, 1991, and Bas
Wielenga, Towards an Eco-Just Society, 1999. The “Agents and Strategies
of Social Change” will be studied by Thomas Toscano in the NBCLC
booklets, India’s Social Challenges, No. 4. ��. For some details, see Swami
Agnivesh, op. cit., ch. 7 n. 6, 188-98, 217-9 & 225-7. ��. Final Statement, in
D’Sa, 763. ��.  Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation, SCM Press Ltd.,
Orbis Book, Maryknoll, 1973, 10, cf. 6-15 quoting E. Schillebeeckx; cf. also
K.T. Sebastian, The Era of the Lay People, NBCLC, 1999, 84. ��. R. Panikkar,
“The Dream of an Indian Ecclesiology”, in G. van Leeuwen, op. cit., 46.
�	. D.S. Amalorpavadass (ed.), The Indian Church in the Struggle for a
New Society, Final Statement, NBCLC,  1981, 75-7.

Chapter 13
�. Medellin documents, “Poverty of the Church”, quoted by Desrochers,

1992, 239. �. Quoted ibid., 253. �. Quoted ibid., 625-6. �. RGM, Bombay,
1971, 43-4. �. Final Statement, in D’Sa, op. cit., 757.  �. D. Alphonse,
“Presbyter as Coordinator of Ministries”, in D’Sa, 340-1.
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
AND GROUP SHARING

A) General Understanding
�. List your 3 or 4 main insights. �. Are the Bishops’ reflections

really relevant? Do they answer today’s needs and challenges? Are
they a Good News for people? �. What would you like to emphasise,
add or change? What are your personal reflections?� �. What are
your comments on the Boxes and/or Appendices?

B) Dialogue & Collaboration
�. What are the views of people of different socio-economic

backgrounds, faiths and ideologies on these questions? How do
these compare with those of the Bishops? �. Can the Bishops’
principles, values and ideas be better expressed for people of
different backgrounds, cultures or religions? �. What passages
of my Scriptures and literature affirm or contradict the Bishops’
statements? �. Do the concepts of Kingdom of God, Yogaksheman,
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and New Society express similar visions
and ideals? If not, how do they differ?

C) Guidelines for Relevant Action
�. What do you think of the action guidelines of this chapter?

How to complement, improve and concretise them? �. What
personal decisions should I take in the light of the suggestions
found on pages 32 & 191-7? �. What proposals of Ch. 10 can and
should be implemented? How? �. What can concretely be done to
improve the situation in my locality/neighbourhood and in my
workplace? �. What structures should be created in the Church
and/or society (ch. 11)? �. What groups or movements, campaigns
or struggles can we join or start (ch. 12)?

* We do not give a specific questionnaire for each chapter. The readers can
easily adapt these general questions to each chapter. We however classify
the questions into three categories to highlight various concerns.

INDEX (SELECTED ISSUES)*

Action Groups (173-4 & 198-9); Action Plans: Need (140-1),
Personal (211-2 & 222); Advocacy (127, 154 & 158); Apostolic
Priorities (ch. 13): personnel (202-4), funds (204-5), and planning
(205-8); Ayodhya & Gujarat (88-90); Basic Human Communities
(BHCs) (107-9 & 172-3); Bishops (110-2); Call to Action (24-5,
154, 193-4, 197 & 211-2); Caste/Untouchability (16, 34, 37, 40,
42-4, 46-7, 99-100, AP: 145-9 & 154-5); CBCI Statements (25-7).
Assessment/Suggestions (29, 47-9, 92-3, 123-7, 153-4, 175-6, 179-80,
185, 189, 191, 196-7, 207-8 & 212-3); Child Workers (142 & 147);
Christ (26, 61-3, 97-8 & 106); Christian Community (Early), (106,
107 & 169-70); Christians of SC Origin (17, 44, 81, 99, 148-9 &
157), data (148); Church as People’s Movement (19, 179-80, 192
& 193-4); Church (A New Way of Being) (34-6);

Church Commissions: JPD (178-9 & 208), Labour (25 & 179),
Other (178-9); Church for all Peoples (23, 114, 115, 176 & 196-7);
Church Institutions (16, 128-39, esp. 128-30, AP: 129-30, data: 138-
9); Church of the Poor (23, 114, 115, 176 & 196-7); Church
Personnel (service conditions) (142); Church Potential (154, 192
& 211-2); Church Social Function (182); Church Structures (ch.
11); Church: Participatory Structures (100-2, 160-1, 179-180 &
210-1); Church’s Renewal (ch. 7); Church’s Social Mission (25-6,
50-64, 52-4, 98-9 & 105-6); Communalism (18-9, 39-41 & 88-90);
Communities (Building) (19, 60, 63, 94-5, 107-9 & 114);
Conscientising/Organising People (185-7); Constitution of India
(52-3, 60 & 87); Corruption (AP: 143-4);

Development (14-5, 42-3, 54-6, 57-8, 82-3 & 135); Dialogue
within the Church (100, AP: 141-2); Dialogue/Collaboration (25,
30-2, 50-1, 65-78, 68-70, 77-8, 90, AP: 142-3 ch. 12, esp. 181-3 &
191-7); Discrimination (80, 99-100 & 135-6); Domestic Workers
(142 & 156-7); Education (130-3, AP: 132-3 & 136-9); Emergency
(87-8); Evangelisation (50-1, 52-4, 58, 94-5, 105-6, 120, AP: 149-
51 & 169-70); Faith & Politics (91-2); Family (118-20); Fatalism
(36); Freedom of Religion (41 & 82); Globalisation (17, 38-9 &

* This Index is far from exhaustive. The bold characters indicate the most
important passages and AP stands for Action Plan.
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42-3); Good News/Social Gospel (50-1, 52-4, 64, 75, 106, 108-9 &
169); Health Care (134 & 137); Hope and realism (211-2); Human
Rights (34, 40-1, 46-7, 55, 55-6, 89-90 & 125), legal aid (135-6);

Ideologies (70-71); Implementation (10, 21-2, 24-5, 49, 92-3,
138, 140-1, 152-5, 179-80 & 200); Inculturation (66-8, 77, 98);
India’s Greatness (86); International issues (45-6 & 79-80); Justice
(53-4, 55-7, 119, 121, 125, 128-9, 131, 150, 202, 203, 207, & 210);
Laity (24, 29, 100-2, 115-8, 121, 123, 137, 140, 146, 160, 179-80,
184-5 & 191-7); Laity/Priests (Social Role) (123-7); Lay Ministries
(104-5, 122, 164-6 & 208); Liberation (14-5, 52, 57 & 57-8);
Liberation Forces (170 & 183); Mankind’s Destiny (57-8); Mass
Media (85, AP: 143); Minority Rights (81-2); National Integration
(39-41, 85-7, AP: 144-5); Neighbourhood Involvements (106-7,
130, 147, 168-9, 170 & 172); Option for the Poor (59, 62-3, 64, 132,
147-8, 150, 200, 202, 203 & 213); Parish Priorities (AP: 149-51);

Pastoral Councils: (162-4 & 177-8); Peace Committees (145);
People’s Struggles/Movements (187-91, 196-7, 198-9, & 211);
Place of the Poor in the Church (161); Pluralism (67 & 87);
Pluralism in Church (96 & 104-5); Population (42-3 & 82-3);
Poverty (25-6, 34, 36-7 AP: 145-7 & 157-8); Power/Domination
(36, 40-1, 44-5, 46-7 & 102); Priests (112-5, 176 & 180); Prophetism
(31, 76, 96-7, 115 & 122); Reflections with People of Other Faiths
(30-2, 64, 78, 107-9, 127, 151, 204 & 210-2); Religion (Role) (64,
68, 69, 91-2 & 211); Religious (115, 123 & 176); Root Causes (46-
7); Signs of the times (74-7, 117 & 210); Small Christian
Communities (SCCs) (107, 147, 159-60, 166 & 168-72); Social
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